How to Use SD Card Reader in VMPlayer and VMWorkstation

Right click on My Computer (Windows 7) or This PC (Windows 8, 10) and choose Manage

You will see this screen, click Disk Management in the left pane and find your SD card and note the Disk number,

here it is Disk 2
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Run VMWare as “Run As Administrator”.

In VMPlayer select your Virtual Machine and choose the Player menu, then Manage and Virtual Machine Settings
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In the Hardware tab click Add
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Choose Hard Disk



Add Hardware Wizard

Hardware Type
What type of hardware do you want to install?

Explanation
Add a hard disk.

Sy CO/OVD Drive
Floppy Drive
Elhletwork Adapter
IISE Controller

I Sound Card
E Parallel Port
Serial Port

@Printer

L5 Generic SCSI Device

Select IDE

Add Hardware Wizard

Select a Disk Type
What kind of disk do you want to create?

Virtual disk type

(C)scsI (Recommended)
() SATA

Choose Use a physical disk (for advanced users)



Add Hardware Wizard > ;

Select a Disk
Which disk do you want to use?

Disk:
(i Create a new virtual disk

A virtual disk is composed of one or more files on the host file system, which b
will appear as a single hard disk to the guest operating system. Virtual disks
can easily be copied or moved on the same host or between hosts,

(_J Use an existing virtual disk
Choose this option to reuse a previously configured disk.

(®) Uze a physical disk (for advanced users) i

Choose this option to give the virtual machine direct access to a local hard
dizk.

Choose the SD card reader’s drive number you found earlier (for me it was 2 but in this example it is 1) from the
Device dropdown

If your disk number was 1 it will be PhysicalDrivel, if it was 2 it will be PhysicalDrive2

Under Usage select Use entire disk
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Select a Physical Disk
Which local hard disk do you want this virtual machine to use?

Device
PhysicalDrive 1 w
Usage

() Use individual partitions

You can give the new virtual disk a name if you want, VMPlayer needs to do this since it stores disk drives as files
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specify Disk File
Where would you like to store the disk file?

Disk file

One disk file will be created for each 2 GB of virtual disk capacity. File names for
each file beyond the first will be automatically generated using the file name
provided here as a basis.

File name: | Ubuntu-0,vmdk Browse...

Now you can see the new disk drive you made that maps to your SD card reader

Click OK
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You will see the SD card reader now show up in your virtual machine. | tested this on Ubuntu and Windows virtual
machines in VMPlayer and VMW orkstation.

Note that if you ever remove the SD card and start the virtual machine you will get an error. To solve the VMPlayer
or VMWorkstation error, you have to go remove the virtual disk from the SD card virtual disk file from Player menu,
then Manage and Virtual Machine Settings under the Hardware tab.

Now you know how to use your SD card reader in VMPlayer and VMW orkstation. The next virtual machine related
guide will be how to backup and resize SD card partitions for the Raspberry Pi and other SBCs.

Downloading Linux for i.MX to SD Card
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M S @ kahjoo@ubuntu: ~/Downloads/Fsl-L3.14.28_1.0.0_iMX6qdls_Bundle/L3.14.28_1.0.0_ga_ir

kahjoo@ubuntu:~/Downloads ffs1-L3.14.28_1.0.0_1iMX6qdls_Bundle/L3.14.28_1.0.0_ga_1i
mages_MX6S sudo cat /proc/partitions

[sudo] password for kahjoo:

major minor #blocks name

65536 ram@
65536 ramil
65536 ram2
65536 ram3
65536 ram4d
65536 ram5s
65536 ramé
65536 ram7
65536 ram8
65536 ram9
65536 ramle
65536 ramilil
65536 raml2
65536 rami3
65536 ramild
65536 ramils
7761920 sda
7760896 sdail
16 26214400 sdb
17 22019872 sdb1
18 1 sdb2
21 4192256 sdbs
11 ] 10648575 sr@
kahjoo@ubuntu:~/Downloads ffs1-L3.14.28_1.0.0_1iMX6qdls_Bundle/L3.14.28_1.0.0_ga_1i
mages_Mx65 |
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kahjoo@ubuntu:~/Downloads/fs1-L3.14.28_1.0.0_1iMX6qdls_Bundle/L3.14.28_1.0.0_ga_1i
mages_MX6S sudo dd if=fsl-image-gt5-x11-imx6qgdlsolo.sdcard of=/dev/sda bs=1M
1444+0 records in

1444+0 records out

1514143744 bytes (1.5 GB, 1.4 GiB) copied, 170.657 s, 8.9 MB/s
kahjoo@ubuntu:~/Downloads/fs1-L3.14.28_1.0.0_1iMX6qdls_Bundle/L3.14.28_1.0.0_ga_1i
mages_MX6S |}




